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The British detachment now pressed forward to Con-
cord. Here they had leisure to spike three cannon, and
to cast into the river five hundred pounds of ball and
sixty barrels of flour, but they found that the greater
part of the stores was already removed. Having thus, so
far as they could, fulfilled their mission, they commenced
their retreat. But by this time the whole country was
in arms ; Militia-men pouring in from all directions hung
on their flank and rear, and galled them by an irregular
but incessant fire. The number of such assailants con-
tinually increased; and before the British, now exhausted
with long marching, could again reach Lexington their
retreat had grown into a rout. Their utter destruction
would have ensued had not General Gage, to guard
against any adverse turn of fortune, sent forward that
very morning another detachment under Lord Percy to
support them. That new force they found just arrived
at, Lexington. Here Lord Percy's men formed a hollow
square, into which the British of the first detachment
flung themselves at full length, utterly spent with fatigue,
says one of their own Commissaries, and "their tongues
" hanging out of their mouths like those of dogs after a
"chase!"* After some brief interval for rest and re*
freshment the whole united force, amounting to eighteen
hundred men, continued the retreat, and towards sunset
reached the shores of Boston Harbour, harassed all the
way by the Americans fire from behind stone walls, and
every other place of ambush. Their total loss in killed,
wounded, and prisoners was 273, while that of the
Americans did not exceed 90. It was said (though in all
probability the jest was not devised till afterwards) that
as Lord Percy marched forward in the morning he had
bid his band, in defiance of his adversaries, play the air
of YANKEE-DOODLE ; but that as he retreated in the after-
noon the Americans called out for CHEVY-CHASE ! f

* Stedman's History of the American War, vol. i. p. 118.

f Grahame's History of the United States, vol. iv. p. 374. In my
Appendix will be found, as derived from the State Paper Office, the
Report of Colonel Smith to Governor Gage on the whole transaction.
This officer, it will be seen, distinctly charges the Americans with
having " scalped and otherwise ill-treated one or two of our men
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